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A Dialogue between Tolstoy’s Aesthetic Thought and New Forms of Literature and
Art for the General Public

Wei Wei

Abstract Tolstoy’s conception of “future art” exhibits a profound convergence

with the “new forms of literature and art for the general public” regarding core agendas,

as both signaling a fundamental transformation in the relations of artistic production —

shifting the masses from passive recipients to active agents of creation. Tolstoy launched

a vehement critique against “aristocratic art,” exposing its degeneration into a mere

instrument of leisure, and advocated for a return to a populist stance aimed at achieving

the unity of all humanity. His artistic philosophy offers critical insights for examining

contemporary “new forms of literature and art for the general public.” Current online

literary forms often labeled as such frequently adhere to commercial capital logic, thereby

deviating from the original principle of being “non-professional and non-commercial.”

In contrast, authentic amateur creations — characterized by ordinary creators’ sincere
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emotional engagement with daily experience — truly embody the ethos of this new
movement. By defining art as the “sincere transmission of feeling,” Tolstoy dismantled
the formal constraints of elitist aesthetics while establishing moral responsibility as
the immutable foundation of art, resisting its reduction to sensory pleasure or technical
gamesmanship. This perspective not only provides theoretical resources for delineating
the boundaries of new mass literature and art and constructing its evaluative framework
but also yields profound implications for preserving humanistic spirit and averting
technological alienation in the age of artificial intelligence.

Keywords Leo Tolstoy; What Is Art?, New Forms of Literature and Art for the
General Public, Artistic Quality, Artistic Responsibility
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