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“The Woods and Waters Emit a Pure Radiance”: A Study on Giving and Receiving of Shen

Zhou'’s Picture of Dong Zhuang

Yao Yuan

Abstract Shen Zhou's Picture of Dong Zhuang is a “gift painting” , featuring the hometown garden of Wu Kuan as its theme. The choice of

subject and imagery skillfully balances personal sentiment with widespread resonance, not only deepening the friendship between Shen

Zhou and Wu Kuan but also earning Shen Zhou renown in the capital and promoting the dissemination of literati painting tastes from the

Jiangnan region. The imagery in the painting is not a direct replication of the actual garden scenery; instead, it subtly conveys concern for

reality through metaphors of bountiful harvests, encouraging viewers to respond to current issues with sympathy and attention. This paper

aims to construct a dynamic model encompassing the entire process of “gift paintings” from gifting, receiving, to reciprocal feedback.

It delves into the motivations, logic, and reciprocal relationships between the giver and receiver in the act of painting-giving, seeking to

uncover the underlying literati aesthetic preferences and cultural pursuits embedded within.

Keywords Picture of Dong Zhuang; Shen Zhou; Wumen Painting School; gift painting
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