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Symbiosis, Division and Reintegration: Rethinking Communication and
Transportation from the Perspective of Communication Studies

Chen Changsong, Fu Peng

[Abstract] The historical semantics of the coexistence of communication and transportation, and
the dependence of the telegraph on railway transportation (communication) facilities, are the two main
arguments supporting the current research on the “reintegration” of communication and transportation.
However, through the “re-analysis” of the historical semantics of “communication” and the historical
meaning of the media of “telegraph”, it can be found that the telegraph, newspapers, radio and other
mass media have successively established the keywords in the semantic generation of “information” and
“media”, which not only means the inevitability of the “division” of communication and transportation,
but also indicates the generation of modern communication disciplines. The semantic “coexistence” of
communication and transportation in the past could not provide sufficient “support” for the current “re-



2025 4E55 2 1)

integration”, and the telegraph began the process of information dissemination influencing transporta-
tion in reverse. The reintegration of communication and transportation should adhere to the subjectivity
of modern communication disciplines with information and media as the keywords, so as to make contri-
butions to the perspective of communication disciplines in the interdisciplinary integration of modern
disciplines.

[Keywords] Communication, Transportation, Information, Medium, Historical Semantics



